Problem

Bin smells bad

Bin attracts flies

Worms are dying

Worms crawling
away

Bedding drying
out

Water collecting
in bottom

Worm Bin Troubleshooting

Possible Causes

Over feeding

Food scraps exposed
Bin too wet

Not enough air

Food scraps exposed

Too much food

Bin too wet

Bin too dry

Extreme temperatures
Not enough air

Not enough food

Bin conditions not
right

Too much ventilation

Poor ventilation

Feeding too much
watery scraps

Solutions

Stop feeding for 2 weeks

Cover with 3 inches of bedding

Mix in dry bedding; leave lid off with strong
light overhead

Fluff bedding; drill holes in bin

Bury food completely

Add food after most eaten; put excess in
compost bin

Mix in dry bedding; leave lid off
Thoroughly dampen bedding

Move bin where temp. between 55 and 77°F
Fluff bedding; drill holes in bin

Add more bedding and food scraps

See solutions above
Leave lid off with light shining into bin
(worms will burrow back into bedding)

Dampen bedding with spritzer; keep lid on

Mix in dry bedding; leave lid off with strong
light overhead

Cut back on coffee grounds and food scraps
with high water content
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