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Befr eY auRege QooebReuse

Reduce, reuse, and recycle—the “three R’s” of solid waste management—are listed in
order of importance for actions that should be taken to manage solid waste. So why isn’'t
recycling the first step? Advertisers, educators, and government officials constantly urge us
to recycle, so we have assumed it’s our civic duty. We gather up our recyclables, set them
on the curb, and feel satisfied that we have done our part for the environment. It is
important to recycle, but we must remember that recycling is the third choice. We should

consider reducing and reusing before recycling.
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Advantages of Reuse

Reuse has severd advartages over
redy

e  sawsordeayspudhesingand
dgosaoss
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e reduoesthewese sieam
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more foryour money whether you are an indviduial,
aiddy.

Reusgdonsyoubaeresorsdyiorte
weseyouaese. Usgyaurimegnaionioaese
what you want from what you have is seffempower-
ingand rewarding. You canfed good about saving
moreyardresouces Thefdoningsaktditeuse
advisstetcanbecariedathyichvilesard
househoids.

Reuse Sraiegies for Indviduals and House-

holds

*  Keepemplyconanarsforsoing oversand
aher househod and shop iems.

*  mHestkimneadaadoetes

*  Repar; aherthen repleoe, bdenorwamout
proclcss.

»  Dorete useabe unnariediems b it shops,

e Tiarsbmemply pesichaesinb hid feecers

0005, EfaLTs veeing cas
o Taemrusaleebagsonsdhopagtis
e Maedsdihsfomddonesandshess
e Doraie megezines b braies and hosplalwaing

rooms.

»  Make wrapping paper from comics and magazine

pegES aeLeddgiwiep

* Dongte newspapers o pet shops.

*  Reyphoserardpoover auickied Uniuie

e Hddagaagese

e Doraepgpertethesbeenusedonaneste o
daycae eries

e Usepaddgmaieidsaganardoneiethemod
shippng shops.

*  Rentorborowthingsyou use nflequenty.

»  Buyrechagestie batieies and gplances.

*  Ussddioohushesforhousehod deaning.

»  Washandreuse auminumfol and plesic sand:
wichbegs.

* Wiap posial packages wih peper grooaty bags.
e Useddshessadsonerauarsasdopdats
haddiniotingsyoucandoasanidvL &l
there are many reuse tednigues you canemploy n

your workplace.
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Reuse Siaeges for Busnesses Industies
Instiulions, and Local Govemments

e Akapasbuerustcas paes ad

aces

e Debuepoddieshieusecoanes
e Despnpodudsiorreuse

sotheymaybereused.

*  Reparddiunireandequpmentardoreetd

dhaide agazaos

Estabish gveaway programs for damaged invery

oy, petess ardlbmber

Sagp codngwekers, salverts, and aherproduic:
eses

o Ueddkastbowaitys
*  Byebkpas
e Tunmanbiddasinsteautsoteycanbe

reused

e Use ouidaied keterhead for inhouse memos.
e Shedoonicenid pepersorreusengipg,
e Reuse padding materiaks or donete them o another

oganizaion
Use an erasable memo or chalkboard for messages.

e Usemugsingead dfdsposable agps.

e Reuepgperpinedononeste

* Buyeask rustewd cbdas

e Usetwoway envelopes and maling pouches.

Convert scrap paper and ovenuns into memo and
telephone answering peds.

e Cegeandicesupysnepaea

Resete s :

OredfhehiggestimpeoshusnessandindLsty can

mekeanreduag cecacsbndissbriepbce

OetecusedsEHea2alcho

reusable shipong aonianer meking 20 tiswl
repiace 250 sgeuse cardhoad boves, reduang

wesiehy 985 paertand cosis by up o 2 percernt

peruse. Reusable coniainers may have addiondl
beneits, induding reduiced shipping demege due ©

suderaonanas and ower bbor cosis assoceed

Deerreris o reusable shipoing conaneisinduoe



saduss tersdbEuNarianas adsoae
roomiorconaners. Companestret ise reusabe
shipping containers indude Toyola USA, Xerox, Peps:
Cola, and Puget Consumer's Co-ap.

Reuse Operations

Reuse gperations have been inplece throughaut the
Unied Seesformanyyears Typacaly, youwdind
tnotypes dfreuse gperaions areype proves

the physca goece (narehouse arsogion) bsoe
meesasbieorieuse Soameeanpesditeuse
opeaisae podedntheidonngsedos

Swapshops.  Sagpshopstake usad meieres et
would nomaly be discarded and make them avai-
aepenhesatepitatearoad
Sepshopsatbusnessesandindugies canbe
desgnated areas where employees can colect used
budkets extra, ndviolel sogps and Shanpoos (@
hoeyypes araresaddeiars Lad
goemmanscansetupsnapshopsatbrndisaor
adsdncenaswherete pudccandopof
nonhazardous reusable iems and pick up things they
canue Fareample n 1994, Soolerd Couny

(\Nath Cadng) sstupsnepshapsateachdfher sk
categrardieryddes cdedncenesbadst
reusstedohing uniue 0,5 STl gdanees,
andaherhousehad goods. Theshopsare 104oatby
16foathudngswiniddoandoasinforthet
arekeptopenduingbusnesshous: Caledon
creraertars dekdorsediensioseeftey
aeruste addasiagydanesae figgedin
peeiteywak Aerdernspgecedahingon

hangers and display them onrodss, and fold sneaiers
neally and pece themonshebes aongwih shoes.
Thesngpsgshaebeensosucesitevayie
setoverardscaded Farmoeiniomeionatoout
Sootand County's snap shops, contact Jm Bedand
orLymWoodat (910) 277-2407.

SuplsSoES. Suplssoes acotunvariediens
(Usualy fumire and dfice equpment) and meke
temaebtenerdyatrsseoderagpoes
aotepuik Supl ssoesae el opasedly
boerdiibsathasunadesadgoen

mens. Duke Unversly openedasupus Soen

1981 that makes used fumiLre and equipment
avebbkebamuus depatmensand sskiems e
geredpudc Thesuplssoehesgeraraed
miorsdfdoasiorDue Unvasyfomsaeso

tepuidcandterusederiomentiemealy. For
more nomnation, conaat Joe Aonat (919) 6343421
aST.venCanpena (919)634-2964. Saead
federd supls stores povice agood source dfused
euipment vehdes andsuppesorisiuions ad

loca govemments. Forexample, Charles Whitenion,
the director of Cumberiand County's Sold Wasie
Management Department, obtained a number of used
iersfomieced ulstetheusadinsaigupa
pemanent househald hazardous weste colection
cerier. Corat M Whienionat 910) 4832176,

gpapireroenursanddeibuetemioriee
arsdtematanomird cosbsthods daycae

wiharts progamning. The sagpmateials canbe
usedhatarddamadsssssadnavaigy das
andaalls pogams. Schods and aher aganizaions
asarheycanuseasogpedae Foreanpe The
Sagp BExdhange, anonproit busness founded in 1991
in Duham Narth Carding, cdeds and distioues
gaodreely 175000 adcia dfideen leusabe
nLetelsagpsauely. Avaigydneleies
ind.drgtemaLtaus idoon andhics aesdd

by The Sagp BExdrange atlovacstoschods andarts
Bxdhange, coniadt Pat Holimen et (919) 2862560

Salvage gperaions. Saegeqeciosae LsLEly
pieeimstesdiesaeb by meaesaa
fadndtearatmaletpie Measstetcan

be reused indude faming Limbey; iners biidg

oS, bubders, remoders, homeowners, bndords,
atsadadsns Thebubgreetsae

usualy provided by construcion and deconstrudion
Qs Deodudn Barewemfrte
process of dsmanting dd buldngs and reusing the
meeresbbud rewsiudures. The Nath Cardina
Cooperative Extension Senvice hes avidediape and
fashegtadbttetdesabetepoesd

deconsiudion

exhange pogams forbusnesses and industies ik
generaors of reuseelde ‘Wesis" wih ather companies
tetenusetoseiemsarnaiick Thesetypesd
prograns adualy exchange infomation, rather then
wasie, by comping inormation aboutavalabe or
wanedwesie and supls matias and posing tn



rensdias G aananesdathuen

boad senvice. Campenes elherconiacteachaher
dedyagotouchteedaessve hdaH
wese edhanges canbe opaaied atlca arregordl
lbvek. Some locd govemmenishave setupwesie
exdchange programs that meich industiial usais wih
generaions by mantaining a database and distrouing
tenomaionnnenstiers: Thereare numMerous
regonal weste exchanges gperating throughout the
fomsaed ounesbseentebmuisse

Mekeres Bed nwese exdhanges ycalyinduce
trefbnigiens

o aikaddes

e cordiudion meleies

e rbasadpaes

e dsooninued producs

e dudbssadeedois

© o

e melasand meid sudge

e dandwex

. dei - ccheri

e pantadoodings

e pesicadiubber

o Slets

e suplus equipment

s bEsadey

e unused supples

e wood and paper

Nath Cadnashomebthe ddestwese ex
dengesanviceinthe Unied Siaes. The Sauhesst
Waste Exchange (SEWE), a nonprofit information
deainghouse esiabEhedin 1978 s ponsored by he
Utenrsivieatthe Unvesty dNath Cadraa
Chatle SEVEpoikesadigsavieforte
souheesen Unied Saestetiksind stielvwese
generaioswinpoenid uisais. SEWE pubehesa
bimonthly Weaste Weaicher catalog, hosis a nationdl
ebdachuenboad addesonseassane
o impement waste redudion programs. Formore
infomnaion, contact Maxie My &t (704) 5474289,
IndvicLiel meteriaks exchanges. SaadbEAgan
menisin Nath Cardina have reuse gperations thet
gapaibmesE schasetaeEs

and operae them anaconinuous besis oras onecay
aek hisdyear19419% bedgovermens
reparted inther annuial soild waste management
repatstethey et 18pertedhenges 18 ekt
edhanges, and 13wese exdanges (oher meteriek)
The Buke County Recyding Processing Certer
sgasessaTgpsadsstemioiecrs

each Theaariralosasastbgbsshokesteten

e cappediorreusehyabcawnetbals. Famae
infammation, contact Tom Rhodes at (704) 4339500

Secondhand siores. Secondhand shops canbe priveie
arnorpok, andsomeonntheusdiersthey s,
whereas athers take merchandise on consgnment.
Mery nonpoaganzaios setuptitshopso
benettlocal schoaks, hogaiaks, and aher communiy
poeds. Some nopiishave auiss throughauthe
Unied Saies suchias Goodl indLsties e Saher

fion Amy,and St Vinoertde Paul Alhough second
hend soesare nattedionaly corstered avese
redudion gpiion, hey povice an auetfor prodLics
tetcanbereusadinsiead ofdscaded.

Information Resources

Computer Reuse Network, Holwood, South Caro-
ina. Tephoe @03)8308247.

www.awod.corn/galerry/probono/corn/

Divison of Paluiion Prevention and Ervionmental
Asssiance, Narth Caroina Department of
Envionmentand Natural Resouroes, P. O. Box 29569,
Ralegh, NC 27626959, Telephone (919) 7156500 ar
@0 7e301%

WWW.p2pays.org

INFORM, Inc, 120Wal Sreet, 16
NY 100064001 Telephone (212) 361-2400.
www.informinc.org

th Hoor, New Yok,

rebieforLocA SHRebe 24518 h Sregt NW,
Washingion, DC 20009. Telephone (202) 2324108,

National Assodsion of Resae and Thiit Siores, 20831
Mack Avenue, Gross Ponte Woods, Ml 48236.
Telephone (800) 5440751

local extension cerier or Rhonda Sheman, Depart:
mentof Biobogeal & Agiouiura Engneering, Nath
276067625, Tekphore (919) 5156770,
www.bae.ncsu.edu/peopleffaculty/sherman



Repat; Resale, and Reuse Cound. Coriad A
Sdmetkrat (408) 7483200,

The Reuse Development Organization, 3220 Westem
Pike, Hanoock MD 21750, Telephone (301) 6785508,

Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3C 1N6.
Telephone (204) 470848,
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