
What are benthic macroinvertebrates?

ÅInvertebrates (animals without backbones) 

that live on the stream bottom and are 

visible with the naked eye, such as aquatic 

insects, crustaceans, worms, clams, and 

snails
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Instream Habitat
ÅMacrohabitats:  riffles and   

pools

ÅMicrohabitats:  bankroots, leaf 

packs, large woody debris, 

hyporheos, other vegetation



Riffles





Common Mayfly




